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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Aortic Symposium 2012 is a two-day symposium
focused on the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment
of aortic aneurysms and dissections. The faculty consists of
world leaders in this fieldwho have been invited to share their
experience regarding difficult problems in aortic disease.
PROGRAM FORMAT
The Aortic Symposium 2012 will primarily feature faculty
presentations of original work and ‘‘how I do it’’ videos.
Manuscripts and Videos selected from submitted abstracts
will comprise the balance of the program and may be consid-
ered for publication in the Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery. Accepted presentations will be available
on the Presentation on Demand (POD) System, a network
of computer stations distributed throughout the meeting
area that permits attendees to review PowerPoint and Video
presentations on demand.
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Abstract Deadline is Friday, December 9, 2011
To submit your abstract visit www.aats.org/aortic
TARGETAUDIENCE
This conference is designed to meet the educational needs
of cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, residents, perfu-
sionists, ICU and OR nurses, and those involved with the
care of individuals with aortic disease.
ACCREDITATION
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.The Journal of Thoracic and CarThis live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credits.AATS 92nd Annual Meeting
April 28–May 2, 2012
(Immediately following the Aortic Symposium 2012 in
New York, NY)
Moscone West Convention Center
San Francisco, CA
Save the Date!
Join us at theMosconeWest Convention Center in San Fran-
cisco, CA, from April 28–May 2, 2012, for the American
Association for Thoracic Surgery’s 92nd Annual Meeting.
This robust, high-quality program, chaired by Craig R.
Smith, MD, of the Columbia University, is designed with
a primary focus on improving cardiothoracic surgical prac-
tice and patient care. Join the world’s leading scientists
and medical professionals in the specialty at this premier
continuing medical education event.
Target Audience
The AATS Annual Meeting is specifically designed to meet
the educational needs of:
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons
 Physicians in related specialties includingCardiothoracic
Anesthesia, Critical Care, Cardiology, Pulmonology,
Radiology, Gastroenterology, Thoracic Oncology, and
Vascular Surgery
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General
Surgical training programs
 Allied Health Professionals involved in the care of
cardiothoracic surgical patients including Nurses,
Physician Assistants, Surgical Assistants, and Per-
fusionists
 Medical students with an interest in cardiothoracic
surgery
AATS Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education to provide continuing medical education
for physicians.
This live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credit(s).
This programwill be submitted to the American Academy of
Nurse Practitioners for continuing education credit.
Conference organizers plan to request AAPA Category
I CME credit from the Physician Assistant Review Panel.
Total number of approved credits is yet to be determined.diovascular Surgery c Volume 142, Number 6 1595
